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Demolition of old Matosinhos refinery starts on 

October 23rd     
 

• Galp has set up a website with up-to-date information on the various stages of the 

demolition process, allowing questions and requests for clarification. 

 

Demolition works on the old Matosinhos Refinery, located in the northern Portuguese city of 

Matosinhos, will begin on October 23rd. The overall duration of this phase is estimated at two and a 

half years.  

This will be the most visible aspect of decommissioning and dismantling the old Refinery, a process 

that began approximately two years ago. Throughout this period, a wide range of preparatory 

operations were implemented, including the safe shutdown of the process units, the cleaning and 

degassing of process units, equipment, and pipes to ensure the elimination of hydrocarbons and 

related products. Once dismantling is complete, the environmental soil rehabilitation phase will follow. 

To prepare for the start of the demolition works, contacts and meetings were held with all the 

stakeholders directly and indirectly impacted in this project, such as the government, the Municipality 

of Matosinhos, regulatory and licensing bodies, civil protection, and local authorities, as well as 

residents and trade associations in the area surrounding the refinery.  

At these meetings, the general outlines of the demolition project and its timetable were presented. 

Additionally, the company detailed the measures it plans to implement for monitoring, controlling, 

and mitigating any specific constraints that may arise during the ongoing work. 

All these measures can be accessed on the website that Galp established to update information on 

the course of the demolition work. 

Pictures and videos of the site are available here. 

 

About Galp 

Galp is an energy company committed to developing efficient and sustainable solutions in its operations and in the integrated 

offers it provides to its customers. We create simple, flexible, and competitive solutions for the energy or mobility needs of 

both large industries and small and medium-sized enterprises, as well as the individual consumer. Our offer includes various 

forms of energy – from electricity produced with renewable sources to natural gas and liquid fuels. As a producer, we extract 

oil and natural gas from reservoirs located kilometers below the sea surface, and we are also one of the main Iberian 

producers of solar-based electricity. We contribute to the economic development of the 10 countries in which we operate 

and to the social progress of our host communities. We are, therefore, leaders in our sector in the main global sustainability 

indices. Galp directly employs 7,000 people. More information at www.galp.com. 
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